Prussian Blue Media * PO Box 1286 * Fort Qu’Appelle, SK * S0G 1S0 * 306 332 4556 * www.thombarker.com
[image: image1.jpg]



Prussian Blue

***  Thom Barker wins national newspaper award ***

Ian Bush inquest article best feature story in 

2008 CCNA Better Newspapers Competition

On Oct. 29, 2005 a cop and a suspect grapple in the interview room at the Houston, British Columbia RCMP detachment. Moments later, dispatchers in Prince George receive a frantic radio transmission. Other officers on duty that night in the small northwestern B.C. community race back to the detachment. They find Const. Paul Koester, a rookie five months out of depot, sobbing on the floor. Ian Bush, a 22-year old millworker, is face down in a pool of blood on a broken, orange vinyl couch, shot in the back of the head.

Thom Barker, then a reporter with the Smithers Interior News, was on the scene that fateful night and for two years covered every aspect of the case writing literally dozens of news stories, editorials and features. B.C. coroner Shane Demeyer, who conducted the mandatory inquest into the in-custody death said that, although he didn’t always agree with the editorials, he felt Barker’s coverage was the most fair, balanced and accurate of all the journalists who took an interest in the case. (Contact: shane.demeyer@gov.bc.ca).

Now, Barker has been honoured by the Canadian Community Newspaper Association with a Better Newspapers Competition award for Best Feature Story for his May 30, 2007 article entitled The Ian Bush Tragedy: A tale of two young men. On May 9, 2008, Barker will collect his new hardware at the CCNA gala in Toronto, Ontario. The honour is the latest of nearly a dozen awards the journalist has picked up, either individually or with a team, since abandoning a promising career in the computer business in 2003 to follow his dream.

Now a freelancer in Fort Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan, Barker took the long road to his career as a writer. A geologist by education, he has, at various times, also been a labourer, door-to-door vacuum dealer, diamond appraiser, car salesman and high-tech project manager.

“It always seemed more expedient to get a ‘real job’ and try to pursue writing in my spare time,” Barker said. “Only, there was no spare time. I realized, as I was pushing 40, if I was ever going to do it, I was going to have to bite the bullet and just do it.”

In 2002, Barker quit his job with the City of Austin, Texas, moved back to Ottawa and started to freelance, barely scraping by until he finally got the break he needed in July 2005. Todd Hamilton, Interior News managing editor (now also publisher) took a chance on the middle-aged rookie. He did not regret it.

"Not only is [Thom Barker] an exceptional newspaper reporter, an upstanding member of our community and a quality human being, he is a great friend," Hamilton said. (Contact: todd.hamilton@interior-news.com).

Hamilton also credits Barker with being one of the main reasons he was able to take The Interior News to the pinnacle of the community newspaper business winning the 2007 CCNA award for overall excellence in its category.

“I like to think I made a major contribution, but [Hamilton] is a top-notch newspaperman with impeccable instincts and he’s completely fearless,” Barker said. At a lot of other papers, I would never have been able to write the stuff I did.”
Barker is also a musician getting ready to release his second CD of original recordings. He lives on Echo Lake with his wife Lorraine and three cats. He has two grown children, Bryen and Patrick, who live in Ottawa.

Other journalism awards:

· 2007 Black Press, Outstanding Junior Reporter 

· 2007 Black Press, Best Editorial Column, Bronze 

· 2006 CCNA Best Feature Series 

· 2006 CCNA Best Photo Essay 

· 2006 CCNA Outstanding Reporter Initiative, Bronze 

· 2006 BCYNA Best Investigative Journalism 

· 2006 SNA Best Feature Series, Silver 

· 2006 SNA Best Continuing Coverage, Bronze 

· 2005 National Magazine Award, Honourable Mention 
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